



































Restoration Efforts and Current Operational Status of the Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection
Baumgardner, George D., and R. Kathryn Vaughan

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries Sciences, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843,
USA

Much has been accomplished in restoration ot the Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection (TCWC)
since its devastating inundation in October 1992, All holdings of this collection have been checked
and stabilized. Late in 1993, a 14,000 square foot space on University property was obtained and
modified to serve as a new permanent facility for the TCWC, and from January to April 1994 the
specimens, records, and equipment of this collection were packed and moved to this new area. Al
specimens ot fish, amphibians, reptiles. and birds have been arranged in proper order. All large
mammal pelts have been sorted and placed in proper storage and most of the large skeletal material
has been reshelved. Approximately 50% of the mammal skins that were inundated have been sorted
into proper order. The fish. amphibian, reptile and bird collections are fully accessible. All mammal
specimens that remained dry and nearly all of the skeletal materials that got wet are available for
examination and loan. Ease of examination of mammal skins that were submerged varies depending
on the taxon. Cataloguing of backlogged material has resumed for the fish, amphibians, reptiles. and
birds. Information requests can be filled as normal for the fluid collections and the birds, Requests
for information regarding mammals can be filled for about 93% of this collection using printouts
made prior to the flood. Searches of the computerized data archived in the Texas A&M University
maintrame computer will not be possible until these data can be downloaded and a new data
managemeant system is developed.

Natural History Conservation in The Netherlands
Brokerhof, Agnes W.

Central Research Laboratory for Objects of Art and Science, Gabriel Metsustraat 8, 1071 EA
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

The Central Research Laboratory (CL) is a government institution which provides service, advice and
assistance to the museums, galleries, libraries and archives in the field of conservation and restoration
in The Netherlands. In response to international developments CL set up a survey of conservation
problems in Dutch natural history collections (NHC’s). Literature study provided an international
context and some solutions. Furthermore, it became clear in which areas research is required.

A matrix was designed in which conservation problems can be arranged as combinations of specimen
material and cause of damage. The most common problems are: prevention and control of biodeterio-
ration; lack of standards tor preventive conservation such as climate control, light, transport, storage
and handling; damage due to volatile compounds; evaporation in spirit collections; cleaning of
specimens; consolidation ot tragile material.

Subsequently, a working group was formed in 1994 in which all NH disciplines are represented. Iis
aim is to generate knowledge, to exchange information, to set up standards for preservation and to
come ta uniformity in use and application of methods and materials in conservation.
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1T vou agree 10 accept the malerials under the above cenditions, please sign below and retum tus form
to the Manager of the Systematics Collections, Harvard University Herbana, 22 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge,
MA 02138, For DNA swdies. please enclose an extraction protocol. Upon receipi of confirmation. we will
contact you concerning the dispatch of the material,

Accepied:
Printed Name ot Instilution

Research [nvestigator:
Prnted Name

Signature

Date
























