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MAP II: A TooL For CoLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT AND PLANNING
James M. Bryant, Riverside Municipal Museum,
3580 Mission Inn Avenue, Riverside, CA 95201

In these challenging times for collec- start with MAP | — the Institutional Assessment.
tion-holding institutions of all kinds, one of MAP Il focuses on collections policies,
the chief challenges is the establishment alocumentation, and preservation within the
ever higher levels of accountability, both tocontext of the museumtstal operation. The
the collections professions and to the comguided, self-study portion of MAP Il struc-
munities served by those collections. A vi-tures the accumulation of information that will
tal tool in attaining such levels of account-be submitted to the peer reviewer/surveyor (a
ability is an objective, professionally-in- sizable packet of documents, including the 20
formed assessment of an institution’s colpage MAP questionnaire); such a compen-
lections management policies and proceduredium of information will also assist the mu-

For over 16 years, the American Assoseum in planning projects, decision making
ciation of Museums (AAM) and the United activities and grant applications. (Until the op-
States Institute of Museum and Library Serportunity to participate in MAP comes along,
vices (IMLS) have worked in partnership tomany institutions have simply never taken the
provide the museum professional with suchime to accumulate a full background file.)
assessment tools, through its joint MuseunThe self-study itself provides a framework for
Assessment Program (MAP). In this part-discussing how well you are using resources
nership, IMLS has functioned as chief U.S.and a historical record of where the museum
funding source for the process, with AAM is at this stage in its development. An institu-
developing a network of professionalstion should allow betweemo to five months
trained to provide applicant institutions with to complete the self-study questionnaire. Once
a suite of assessment and planning tools. the self-study is completed, the museum will

The theoretical framework of MAP continued on page 5
combines methods of institutional self-study
with peer review. The MAP process includes
completion of a detailed, self-study que$- www.spnhc.org —
tionnaire, an on-site visit by a museum pro- The _Somety_ is in the process of registering
fessional (surveyor), and submission by t %s own unique uniform resource Iocator_(url), and

. . . . y the time you read this newsletter, it may |be
surveyor of a confidential report, including

) LT functional. Along with the url will be a revisep
recommendations for institutional and prg “site, located on the Geology and Geophysics sdrver

cedural change. The services offered throupkk the University of Calgary. The work of Terfy
MAP include: Vidal and the support of the University of North-
« MAP | Institutional Assessment ern lowa, which has hosted the site for the gast

« MAP Il Collections Management several years mu;t be noted and T_erry in pa_rt Cu-
lar deserves special thanks for getting the original
Assessment

. i site on-line and functional. It is hoped that the gite
* MAP Il Public Dimension Assessmen will not live permanently at any one place, Hut

The assessments can be conducted Mill rotate, partly to limit the volunteer efforts gf
any order. However, it is strongly recomtindividuals, but also to renew interest on a regu-
mended that museums that have not pred|§r’ if infrequent, timetable. The unique url will
ously engaged in institutional assessment continued on page 7
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TheSaociety for the Preservation
of Natural History Collections was
formed in 1985 and is recognized

a non-profit organization [501(c)(3]]

in the United States. SPNHC mel|
bers receiveCollection Foruma bi-

annual journal of reviewed technicp
information, and two issues of the

SPNHC Newsletteeach year. Thg

Society for the Preservation of Naty-

ral History Collections (SPNHC) is

multidisciplinary organization comf

posed of individuals who are inte
ested in development and preservat

of natural history collections. Naty-

ral history collections include spec
mens and supporting documentation
such as audio-visual materials, labs
library materials, field data, and sim

lar archives. Preservation refers to g y'

direct or indirect activity providing
continued and improved care of the

PRESIDENTIAL PROFILE
Sally Y. Shelton, National Museum of Natural History,

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC 20560
as
The Society for the Preservation Janet Waddington and Susan Woodward.

- of Natural History Collections wishes Collection Forum, the SPNHC News-
to thank the 1998 annual meeting hostjetter and SPNHC Leaflets need your
| the University of Alberta, and particu- contributions: please contact Kate and
larly the ace team of Lisa Barty, her committee for information and
| Frannie Blondheim and Leslie Latta- guidelines. The Professionalism Com-
Guthrie, for an outstanding and well- mittee (a sessional committee), under
L organized week in Edmonton. Thanks, the direction of Elizabeth Merritt is
too, to everyone who gave a paper,working on the application for SPNHC
. presented a poster, and lent a handto become an affiliate society of the
onl Nis meeting will be difficult to top.  American Association of Museums.
There are several changes on the The election results were formally
i. SPNHC council and committee list. announced at the 1998 annual meeting.
Managlng editor John Simmons, con-Sue McLaren (President-Elect) and
Is. 'servation committee chair Barbara Council members Elana Benamy and
i ‘Moore, newsletter editor Steve Will- Rob Huxley are now on board.
nJams, Webmaster Terry Vidal, and ar- A number of SPNHC projects are
chives committee chair Phil Angle have especially noteworthy. The By-Laws
sestepped down. These people have con€ommittee, under the direction of Grant

collections and supporting doc{- tributed a staggering amount of time, Hughes, is working on compiling the

ments. The Society actively encoy
ages the participation of individua

r- resources and energy to SPNHC, andirst complete SPNHC policy and com-
s We cannot thank them enough for all mittee manual. This will be a complete

involved with all aspects of natural that they have done. The new managhandbook for all Council members,

history collections.
The SPNHC Newsletter (ISSN
1071-2887) is published twice a ye

February and August, by the Socigty
for the Preservation of Natural Hig-
tory Collections, c/o Peabody Mu-
seum of Natural History, Yale Univer-

sity, 170 Whitney Avenue, P.O. Bo

208118, New Haven, CT 0652(-

8118, USA.
Submissions are welcome. Pled

ing editor is Kate Shaw, and Robert committee chairs, and appointed project

Fisher has taken charge of archivesleaders or liaisons. It will be updated an-
b Tim White is the new newsletter editor nually and handed out at the second Coun-
tyWho doesn’t take prisoners. Dianacil meeting at every annual meeting.
Dicus has accepted the position of con-SPNHC has grown a great deal in the past
servation committee co-chair, but the 12 years, and the By-Laws committee will
size and complexity (and productivity!) ensure that your elected and appointed
. Of this committee requires another co-leadership has the information and train-
chair. If you have nominations or sug- ing to represent your interests effectively.
gestions, please let Diana or me know. Along the same lines, the SPNHC

se Elizabeth Merritt is the first five-year plan is approximately at mid-

forward announcements, articles ahdSPNHC professional liaison to the point. This is the time to review and as-

notes to Tim White, Newsletter Edj}-
tor, Invertebrate Paleontology, Pe

body Museum of Natural History,

Yale University, 170 Whitney Ave
P.O. Box 20-8118, New Haven, C
06520-8118, USA; telephone, (20

432-3767; fax, (203) 432-9816 gr

email, tim.white@yale.edu.

Deadlines for future newslette
are: February 10, 1999, August 1]
1999 and February 9, 2000.

Registrars’ Committee of the Ameri- sess where we are now and to start the next
- Can Association of Museums, joining plan. | have asked the SPNHC Council
Carolyn Rose (AIC), David von Endt Members-at-Large to direct and oversee
(Heritage Preservation) and Grantthis project. This is the mostimportant next
T Hughes (WCCR). The publications step for SPNHC. Council Members-at-
3) committee has undergone the mostarge are elected to be the most direct link
change. Besides Tim, Kate has also apbetween Council and membership. Your
pointed Mary Ann Andrei as associ- concerns, your needs, and your vision are
g ate editor for SPNHC Leaflets, Jon necessary for this project to work.

1, Greggs as Webmaster, and Jennifer You will soon be seeing a membership

Paduan as a new associate editor, joinsurvey (put together by the Membership

ing Marilyn Massaro, Linda Thomas, continued on page 3
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PRESIDENTIAL PROFILE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2...

Committee under the direction of Ann Pinzl and Lori Benson)or review and adoption at the SPNHC 2000 meeting in Halifax.
Please return this with the most complete answers possibléo elected officers other than the Members-at-large will be on
This information will be used by SPNHC to plan and prioritizethis committee. This is your chance to contribute your views
especially by the Members-at-large. The Members-at-large wilind needs as we plan the future of SPNHC.

spend this year working with the Membership Committee, re- SPNHC ‘99 will be held in Washington, DC, at the
viewing the results of the survey and setting up a strategic plaRipley Center, Smithsonian Institution. Local committee co-
ning team, and then spend 1999-2000 preparing the next pleimairs are David von Endt and Elizabeth Merritt.

CaLL For AwArRD NOMINATIONS You Too CaN Borrow THIs!

The Awards and Recognition Committee is accept- TheResources Subcommitteéthe Conservation Committee now
ing nominations for the SPNHC Award and the maintains two displays of supplies and materials currently used in muse-
President’s Award for1999. These awards are given onlyums for the storage and preservation of natural history collections. The
when an appropriate candidate is identified, and neither awarsecond display was compiled by Janet Waddington and Helen Coxon and
may have more than one recipient per year. Final decisions aienow available for loan to borrowers in Canada. Some examples of items
based on documentary information and approval from the SPNH@cluded in the displays are: materials used in the construction of storage
Council. The Committee is also accepting nominations for Specialontainers and specimen supports; equipment for monitoring storage en-
Services Awards. vironments (e.g., humidity, temperature, air quality, insects); and a selec-
The SPNHC Award recognizes an individual’s life-time achieve-tion of containers for the storage of collections and documentation. The
ments that have served as a significant contribution to the objectives of thisplays are available for loan to interested parties for meetings, confer-
Society. Nominees for the SPNHC Award may be members, previousnces, and other museum-related activities. For US-based inquiries please
members or non-members of the Society. contact Cindy Ramotnik (U.S. Geological Survey, Museum of Southwest-
The President’s Award is given in recognition of a SPNHC member’ern Biology, University of New Mexico, Albuguerque, NM 87131; phone
distinguished service to the development and continued success of SPNHED5) 346-2870; fax (505) 346-2870 x18; email ramotnik@unm.edu). In
This would normally involve superior, prolonged service to appointed ofCanada contact Janet Waddington (Royal Ontario Museum, 100 Queen’s
fices, committees, and/or ongoing activities of SPNHC. Nominees mugtark, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5S 2C6; phone (416) 586-5593; fax (416)
be current or previous members of SPNHC. Nominations for the SPNHE86-5863; email janetw@rom.on.ca). More details about the displays will

and President’s Awardaust be submitted by 30 November 1998. be soon be available via a Resources Display link to the SPNHC homepage.
Special Service Awards recognize individuals for any special effort Cindy Ramotnik, Chair

leading to the success of an important event or activity of the Society. The

nomination process for this award is less formal, and names of nominees MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

may be submitted in writing or verbally at any time before the second

meeting of Council at the 1999 Annual Meeting. The Elections Committee of the Society for the Preservation of

Nominations should include the name of the nominee, name of the awadxd@tural History Collections announces the closing date for nominations
proposed, a description of important contributions of the nominee, and othaill be 30 September 1998. Nominations are encouraged for two Mem-
information supporting consideration of the nominee for the award in questiobers-at-Large to take office in June 1999. Our society has gained great

Nominations and related questions should be directed to Gregosgrength from the dedication of our council members and the involvement
Brown, Chair of the Awards and Recognition Committee, University ofof our membership in choosing people who serve us so well. To submit a
Nebraska State Museum, W-436 Nebraska Hall, Lincoln, NE 68588-051a0mination or for information on the election process please contact the
Phone (402) 472-2657; Fax (402) 472-8949; email gbrown@unlinfo.unl.edapmmittee chair Judith Price, Canadian Museum of Nature, P.O. Box 3443
Station D, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1P 6P4; (613) 566-4263 (Voice),
(613) 364-4027 (Fax); email: jprice@mus-nature.ca.

ConservATION COMMITTEE Judith Price, Chair

Gregory Brown, Chair

To the Membership: GREAT NEWS! Paula T. Work has agreed to FiINANCE COMMITTEE
be the Citations Subcommittee Chair. Look for her citations in this news-
letter issue. Other subcommittees within the Conservation Committee are: ~ The past year has seen the Treasurer’s Office move from the Uni-
ResearchTom Strang, David VonEndt, Sally Shelton. versity of lowa to Waghington, DC. Since banking issueshofter;].var);ffronj
W ClectreonsHess, Rl S TomSangel2l® © %04 1 5 Sy e soune o ek ven e e+
ResourcesCindy Ramotnik and Janet Waddington. ) L ) X
learned a good deal about the peculiarities of the regulations affecting
The Conservation Committee is looking for a Co-Chairman. Marmon-profits who do their banking inside the District of Columbia. On oc-
or woman, not necessarily a conservator. Someone with a passion for c@sijon, Golden, Palmer and long-past Treasurer Sue McLaren put their
lection care. | am making the transition into Barbara’s big shoes! Morgeads together to assure that services to the SPNHC membership remained
news next time. | think this will be a busy year for SPNHC. | look fOI'WarChS they have been in the past, while attempting to function within the
to working with you in the care and preservation of collections. framework of the banking policies. All funds now have been transferred
Diana Hobart Dicus, Chair 10 the office in Washington, D.C.

continued on page 4
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tion within the museum community in the twelve short years since we
were established. We want to be the organization that people turn to when
issues of specimen preservation, management, and care are raised. If you
Fnow someone who has dropped membership because he or she feels we
a({\i'ren’t meeting their expectations, please help us address their concerns by
. . n%ﬁ'nging them to the attention of a Council member or Committee Chair.

a) Book sales and sales of back issues of Collection Forum afieinally, if each of us successfully recruits one new member this year, we

doing very well. At
. - . Id the health of tion.
b) Membership dues and subscriptions have contributed substan-" g;]sg:]eyo(jr gt?es :)enoettz;r?grrrlrl]zsatl(;)rée mailed in September, you

tially toward meetm_g our annual goals. However, many items in the bu(iil\'/ill see a category of membership that was newly established in 1995 -
get, such as allocations for committee expenses, continue to be supporlt_%

tirel . by the h instituti fthe C ittee Chairs. Wi Membership. As with many other professional societies, we do not
entirely orin part by the home Institutions ot the Lommittee &hairs. Weqg | o Membership payments toward annual operating expenses; these
are grateful for that support. Without it, we would have to erode the rev d

ComMITEE_REPORTS
FINANCE COMMITTEE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3...

There were several discussions during Council meetings this ye
regarding the financial health of the organization. An analysis of the
tual expenditures against the original 1997 budget revealed several thi

confidence these individuals have placed in SPNHC. Life Membership is

thebIMO(tj_ern Herb;a:rlutnanti[i all natural hls_tory g:llossdarybb(zjok,tboth_ d_uelfggr) et at 25 times the annual rate of membership and is now $625. Payment
pubfication soon. Fortunately, we came In well under budget again in %}ay be made in a single lump sum or spread over three years. Please
C

o _c) The bad news is, overall membership numt_)ers have decline nsider a Life Membership at renewal time.
significantly. Subscriptions have slowly increased which actually makes
overall membership numbers look better than they otherwise might. It is
the individual memberships that are showing a large decline. For several
years, total membership hovered around 700. This year’s numbers total
567. This is a serious concern to all of us because it is the individual
member who makes up the core of our Society. The ability to network Reviewers are needed for the Society’s jour@allection Forum
with others who share common goals and common problems is very int-you are interested in being a reviewer, contact the Managing Editor,

portant to each of us. We realize that cutbacks at some museums h@@e Shaw at fishes@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu. Be sure to include a note about
contributed to loss of members. We fear that some members have b&gjur background and professional interests.

lost when dues were increased, but by most professional standards, we are
still quite a bargain. SPNHC has received increasingly positive recogni-

Julia Golden, Sue McLaren, Co-Chairs,
Lisa Palmer, Treasurer.

ReviEwers NEEDED

Kate Shaw, Chair

SPREAD THE WORD..... NEw AND REINSTATED MEMBERS

Think about your SPNHC membership and how it has  Joan Ramon Aromi Karen Mcbee
helped you. Whether it be from what you learned at one of ~Samantha Alderson Cynthia Moore
: : . . Debbie Baker Laura Morse
our meetings or &ollection Forumarticle. Think of how
. , . Carol Bossert Joanna Morton
the greater circle of contacts you've de_veloped Qn-llne Kerry Button Peter R. Newroth
through NHCOLL-L or at the annual meeting has widened  Jeffrey Camhi Fabio Penati

your horizons and stretched your abilities. Shouldn’t you
share this growth with your colleagues? Speak with your co-
workers and colleagues in other disciplinary organizations
— encourage them to join SPNHC. They will be better for
it, and so will the future of natural history collections.
SPNHC is open to anyone interested in collection care
and management. Interested parties should visit our web site
at www.uni.edu/museum/spnhc/ or contact Lisa Palmer at
palmer.lisa@nmnh.si.edu. All members receBalection
Forum, spring and fall, and thePNHC Newslettemwinter
and summer. Dues rates are $25 U.S. for individuals, $30
U.S. for libraries and $50 U.S. for associates (companies).

Rene Corado

James Cordeiro
James Cordeiro

Sir Sandford Fleming
Philip A. Hastings
Linda Hollenberg
Errol D. Hooper, Jr.
Bushra M. Hussaini
Jeff Indeck

Jeremy Jacobs

Joan C. Kerik

Shira Khan
Carolyn Kirdahy
Boris Krystufek
Tak-Cheung Lau

Subsriptions and change of address should be sent to Lisa sally Legakis

Palmer, SPNHC Treasurer, P.O. Box 797; Washington, DC
20044-0797, USA or email: palmer.lisa@nmnh.si.edu.

Ann Pinzl and Lori Benson, Co-Chairs

Lorinda Leonardi
Andrea Maierhoffer
Edie Marsh-Matthews
David Martinez

Jennifer B. Pestovic
Jim Reynolds
Anne F. Sawicki
Brian K. Schmidt
Gwen Spicer
Joseph St Jean
John Strazanac
Alana Sucke
Bonnie Szirtes
Bethany Thomas
C. H. Trost
Lloyd R. Wingate
Jacqueline I. Zak

Anatomical Collections,
National Museum of

Health & Medicine
Bibioteket Konservatorskolen,
Det Kongelige Danske

Kunstakademi
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FEATURE_ARTICLE e ‘It gave us the opportunity to arouse interest and edu-
Maps I, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1... cate our board and staff on collections issues.”

be able to choose a surveyor from a list of professionals pros  «|t s a great program; non-threatening, very helpful.”

vided by the program.

. .. * “Ammunition for revitalizing the museum.”
The second step in the process, the surveyor’s on-site g

complete confidentiality its ideas for institutional and proce- « “Realization of the importance of our collection by our
dural change. Typically, the on-site visit takes 2 days. Dur-  governing body.”

ing the visit, the surveyor typically follows an ambitious “Opportunity to have peer review of collections and
agenda of facilities tours and interviews with all relevant  |ayiew of specific concerns and policies.”

personnel, including directors, officers, and volunteers. The.
surveyor is supplied with a detailed outline of professional
concerns to use in guiding this on-site inquiry. The surveyor’s

“Opportunity to involve board and educate them on
collections management.”

written report (developed from the site-visit findings, the pre- ¢ “[University] administration recognizes the value of the
visit documents, and other exchanges between the surveyor museum and understands the need to keep supporting it
and museum personnel) is the final step in the MAP process. financially.”

It provides the museum with recommendations for institutionals  “The administration is more willing to listen with re-
change and development, which in turn can be the basis for gard to upgrading the museum and its budget ...”

the development or evaluation of the museum’s strategic plans,
and serve as a tool for Board training and orientation. The

“Increased momentum for improved staffing, policies,
and procedures.”

value of this third-person assessment cannot be over-stressed.

AAM, as of 1997, almost 3000 museums had participated in

“Increased knowledge and awareness of our collection

According to data accumulated by the MAP staff at * =
responsibility.”

one or more of the MAP assessments. Past participants in Institutions eligible to participate in MAP must have
MAP have had budgets ranging from $20,000 to over $2¢pllections, exhibit them on a regular basis, have at least one
million. Aquariums, zoos, science and technology centerprofessional staff (or the full-time equivalent, paid or un-paid),
botanical gardens, nature centers and museums of natudad be open and providing museum services to the general
history all participate in MAP. In a recent evaluation of instipublic. Institution size is not a factor; in fact, the number of
tutions receiving MAP Il services, the many short- and longmid-sized to large museums applying is increasing.

term benefits cited have included the following: For U.S. museums, grants from IMLS are available on

79% of those surveyed indicated they realized increaséioN-competitive basis to cover most of the cost of partici-
understanding of collections management practices. pation in MAP. Awards are distributed “first come, first

_ _ served” to the extent funds allow. IMLS awards one grant
71% noted improved care of collections.

per institution per assessment category, but follow-up assess-
83% indicated improved collections management proments in any category are available from AAM/MAP on a

cedures. fee-per-service basis. Institutions that are not eligible for fed-
65% claimed to have developed plans for facilities uperal grants may also obtain an assessment using this fee-for-
grades. service option. The program’s registration fee is a sliding

cale based upon the applicant museum’s annual operating
udget. Museums participating in the program on a fee-per-
service basis may apply at any time; grant-supported MAP

58% cited improvement in their board’s understandin
of collection issues.

40% gained positive publicity for the project. assessments may be applied for on an annual schedule. And
35% indicated improved ability to raise funds for col-often institutions seek a MAP follow-up as a means of pre-
lections projects. paring for accreditation.

13% claimed increases in scholarly research into their 10 receive more information on the MAP Il assessment
collections. and other elements of the Museum Assessment Program,

During 1996/1997, seven institutions holding naturafontact the American Association of Museums, 1575 Eye

history collections participated in MAP II. Their commentsStreet NW, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20005, (202) 289-1818.

on the utility and effectiveness of this process include the
following direct quotes:
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New NSF ProcramM: BloLoGIcAL
ResearcH CoLLecTions (BRC)

Museum MouNTs AVAILABLE

The Ohio Historical Society has mounted specimens, which are

Starting this past June, a new program for Bio-several non-Ohio and outside of our collection goals. We wish to find a
logical Research Collections (BRC) is available in new, appropriate home for these specimens. Included are: a family group
the United States from the National Science Foundaof three bighorn shee@yis canadensjsone California sea liorz&lophus

tion (NSF). Information on the BRC is available at the cajifornianug; 2 northern (Alaskan) fur sea€4llorhinus ursinuf and

NSF web siténttp://www.nsf.gov/. The BRC program pro- one mounted walrus head with tusRslpbenus rosmarysAll are in good

vides support in the categories detailed below: collection im¢ondition, except the walrus, which needs some age-related repairs. Sev-
provement, collection computerization, research on curatorial anga| additional non-Ohio mounts may become available shortly. For more
collection management techniques, and community-based developiformation contact: Bob Glotzhober, Associate Curator, Natural History,
ment activities. A proposal may request support for a research colleghjo Historical Society, 1982 Velma Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43211-

tion that is circumscribed taxonomically (e.g., mammals, insects, plant3497: telephone: 614/297-2633; e-mhiiotzhober@ohiohistorgom.
fungi), curatorially (e.g., a vertebrate osteology or tissue collection, pol-

len slides, collections of bird or frog calls, MR images of dinosaur bon
alcohol-preserved invertebrates) or in limited cases geographically (4
particularly for site-based voucher collections). In either case, projqg
should be designed so that the most reasonable economy of scalg
cost- and time-efficiency can be achieved. Proposals are accepted
U.S. institutions, including colleges and universities that maintain reseg
collections, natural history museums including herbaria, and other col
tions administered by independent organizations or by state, county
local governments; non-federal and non-profit research organizations
maintain collections; and botanical gardens, zoological parks, and agy
that maintain research collections that document biological divers|
Supplements are also provided to underwrite the involvement of un
graduate and high school students in collections-based research. A
cants are strongly encouraged to consult with the Program Director g
to preparing a proposal to the BRC program.

You may access the BRC via the NSF homepage by going thro
the document search function and requesting “NSF 98-126." Questi
about the program may be directed to James T. Callahan, Program D,
tor, BRCjcallaha@nsf.gov. Deadline for Receipt of Proposals is the fi
Friday in September annually; deadline for supplement requests is|
first Friday in February annually.

NATURAL HisTorRY COLLECTIONS:
BANKs oF BIODIVERSITY FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT
AND CALL FOR PAPERS

The theme of this symposium will be the status of natural histd

CALL For THE 1999 FABER AWARD

TheAwards and Recognition Committeds requesting proposal
for the Faber Award, a cash grant of up to $1000, to support the best project
addressing issues on the management, care, conservation, or use pf natu:
ral history collections. Applicants for the Faber Award must be SPINHC
members in good standing for at least one year prior to the award date.

The successful applicant will be expected to 1) present a fingl or
interim report at the 2000 Annual Meeting of the Society and 2) publish
the results, with the understanding that the manuscript will be sent first to
the SPNHC Publications Committee for first right of refusal.

Each applicant may submit only one proposal per funding pefriod.
The cover sheet should include a project title, name(s) of project perdonnel
(including title, address, and phone/fax numbers), and a single-line spaced
100-word abstract describing the proposed project. The proposal text $hould
include a statement of purpose, project plan (e.g., participants, mefhods,
materials, schedule of completion, etc.), and proposed use of fund$. The
text should have one-inch margins, 10-12 characters per inch, and dpuble-
line spacing. The application, including cover page, should not excegd 10
pages. Curriculum vita of the principal investigator and letters of commit-
ment may be single-line spaced and attached as an appendix.

Proposals and questions regarding proposals should be direqted to
Gregory Brown, Chair of the Awards and Recognition Committee [see fom-
mittee reports for adddredproposals must be postmarked before 3
November 1998

collections on the African continent. Everybody who works with or uses
natural history collections for research or education is cordially invited to
participate in this symposium. Our aim is to bring together all parties with
an interest in natural history collections, whether these collections are
already in existence, or still to be setup. Interactive exchange of ideas and . . )
experiences can help us to overcome problems facing collections, for ex- M'”'Qns of ObJ("TCtS' Specimens, _documents and other records are
ample, lack of funding, manpower, equipment, expertise, theft of materigpanaged in the public trust of the United States. These come from Fed-

and also disaster preparedness. Maintenance and upgrading of collecti(ﬁ{g,l I_ands and sites, agencies, and_ programs. Federal and non-Federal in-
as well as user policies, for example, loans will also be highlighted stitutions often share the responsibility for care of and access to these

The symposium will cover five days (August 15-21, 1999) with acollections. In 1996, the U.S. Department of the Interior and the Phoebe

mid-conference excursion. Mornings will consist of formal presenta’[ionyealrSt Museum of Anthropology at th_e University of Cahfprma, Berke-
by delegates and invited speakers. After lunch there will be open discdgy' sponsored the first conference deS|gned to explore the issues _surroun;l-
sions on matters of interest. Formal presentations (20 minutes), resealfl fFederaI and nonE)FederaI partner_shlps to manage ??Ch _(:O"?lfgoqg' This
reports (10 minutes) and posters will be welcome. The symposium fee Gf" erenlce, :‘\I(i]vem er 18'20_’ 199_8h|nhSap D'ego' C?' orn_|3_W| ul _onl
R600-00 includes, registration fee, workshop materials, transport to and frotnie resu tSfO ;E € 1996 meet_lngl wit d the flnltentlon 0 hP”’V' Ing pract(;ca |
Johannesburg International Airport, teas, and evening meals. Information abgfjtegies for fostering practical and useful partnerships among Federal,
air travel and accommodation will be included in the second circular. tribal, |nst|tut|or_1al_and amateur interests. There will be two days_of pre-
Interested parties should contact Paul Bayliss, Transvaal Museuﬂ?nference activities, followed by three days of formal presentation ses-

PO Box 413, Pretoria 0001, South Africa. Tel: +27 12 322-7632. Fax: +23°NS: This conference is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Interior

12 322-793%avliss@tm.up.ac.za. Further information about the meet@md San Diego Natural History Museum Interested parties should contact

ing is posted dhttp://www-tm.up.ac.za/info/cmmtg.htm. Paisley Cato at pcato@sdmnh.org_or V@"P:”WW‘N-‘?'O'-QOV’Dam’
futcolco.html for the most up-to-date information on this conference.

SecoND CONFERENCE ON PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR
FEDERALLY-ASSOCIATED COLLECTIONS
CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR PAPERS
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Museum CompuTter NeTwork (MCN) "98 CoONFERENCE: contributor to the TGN, please contact the Getty Information

KNOwLEDGE CREATION-KNOWLEDGE-SHARING Institute’s Vocabulary Program at (310) 440 6353 or send e-mail
to pharprin ettedu. Comments and questions about the TGN
The Annual Museum Computer Network Conference is a key pro- pharpring@gettg 9

fessional event for all concerned with information technology and musenjay be sent tmn@gethedu. The Vocabulary Program also plans

ums— managers, educators, registrars, curators, archivists, librarians, qu]_ho_st_several training _SeSS|ons on the TGN. If you are interested
servators, designers, systems analysts, writers, lawyers. The meeting Wiitraining, please e-maicab@gettedu.

be held SepFe.mber. 23 - 26, 1998' Santg Monica, California, USA. Techgyop, <1100 on GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS FOR CURATION AND

nology, administration, legal issues, design concerns, research and com-
mercial implications will all be discussed from the perspective of mu-
seum applications and the diverse audiences for which they are created. PALEONTOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
MCN 98 session topics may address infrastructure, software tools, hard- In June 1996, the National Science Foundation sponsored a
ware innovations, successful approaches to problems, or any of a variet S

of technical solutions to knowledge creation, sharing, and preservaticYI\%rkShOp to deYe'OP aset of Sta”‘?'a“?'s and_gwdellnes for the_ man-
issues. Proposals may address ideas and issues in any area of mus@@gment, curation, and computerization of invertebrate fossil col-
computing. Many varied, informative sessions with engaging speakers #@ctions. The goals of the workshop were to develop a consensus
the latest topics in information technology in museums: one of main reavithin the invertebrate paleontological community on curatorial
sons the 1998 Museum Computer Network Conference is an event thgriorities, adoption of orphaned collections, deaccessioning guide-
you should not miss! The schedule of sessions has been announced, Wies, and computerization protocols.

confirmed speakers and brief descriptions given of each session. You can  pgcumentation of the results of the workshop are currently

find it now athttp:/wwwmen.edu/MCNOB. available electronicallywww.englib.cornell.edu/pri/ProBltn/

COMPUTERIZATION OF INVERTEBRATE

fProBltn.html) and will be available in a published report in the
CHECK YOUR BOOKMARKS..... near future.

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR BloLoGICAL SCIENCES

Check your bookmarks is a column devoted to
TaxoNomic DATABASE WoRKING Group (TDWG)

interesting websites focusing on natural history collection

management, computerization and conservation. Interest- Historically, the International Union for Biological Sciences
ing sites or suggestions may be submitted to Tim White, (IUBS) Taxonomic Database Working Group (TDWG) has ad-
Newsletter Editor (tim.white@yale.edu). dressed data standards for plant taxonomic databases. In 1994, the

Work Group was given the role by the IUBS to encompass taxo-

nomic databases in general and now has members in zoology and

microbiology. Their websitéhttp://trident.ftc.nrcs.usda.gov/npdc/

18tdwg.html, has references and links to variety of biological au-
The Getty Information Institute released the latest vocabuhority files and taxonomic databases.

lary tool, the Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names™ (TGN), in

December 1997. The TGN is intended to be a source of geograpNi/VwW.spnhc.org, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1...

names for documenting and retrieving cultural heritage informa- . . . . .
. . nable the Society to have consistency in its print advertising, and
tion. For example, geographic names may be used to record t?]e

. . . - . émbers will not need to follow a trail of ‘please-update-your-
current location of an art object, its place of origin and the sites . .
. . . -~ bookmark’ notices when the site changes servers.
an artist’s birth, activity and death. The TGN is the product of eigh : . . . .
) . Posting protocols will be described at the site, but will be
years of research and is based on data provided by several G?gpétivel simple for contributors. The web master can take soft
projects. The nearly 900,000 places in the TGN are arranged in a y P :

. . . : opy (electronic) documents in just about any form, and will be
hierarchical structure representing all nations of the modern world., Py ( ) ] y

This hierarchy is arranged from broader to narrower context (e résponsible for coding either html files or portable document files.
continents ngtions stgtes rovinces, cities etc.). The TGN 'rgl'_he site will feature relatively simple coding, as the webmaster
) ' ' » P ' SO P"R5s an aversion to javascript, but also so that members reaching
vides vernacular and English names qf p'ac?s’ yanant name_sﬁbne site via modem won't be frustrated by long loads times. The
other languages, and wheneve_r possible, _hlstoncal names. 138 will feature content over appearance. All members are invited
record for a place may also contain geographical coordinates, dat{as . NS
: ; . 0 make suggestions for the site, it is our home page, and we are a
and notes. The TGN is available in three formats: on the Web, 85 mber driven oraanization! Please send anv comments to Jon
tagged ASCII files, and in relational tables. The Web version i g . y
available ahttp://www.gii.gettyedu/tgn_browser. The relational
tables and tagged ASCII files may be licensed. The TGN will b
expanded with the addition of new names and historical places. Jon Greggs, Webmaster
While we continue to collaborate with various Getty contributors,
the growth of the TGN depends on our forming partnerships with
other institutions interested in contributing their expertise to the

development of the resource. If you are interested in becoming a

INTRODUCING THE GETTY
THESAURUS OF GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

%reggs, the University of Calgary, and be sure to visit http://
ngw.spnhc.org soon!




8 SPNHC Newsletter

SPNHC ‘98 - COLLECTIONS ON THE MOVE,
May 25-30, 1998, EDMONTON, CANADA

Elana Benamy, Invertebrate Paleontology, Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia,
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195.

SPNHC ‘98 got off to a wonderful start early in the morningcomputerization and roles of natural history collections. Comput-
on Monday, 25 May with an on-time departure of the pre-conferrization included database functions, and visual documentation
ence trip to the Royal Tyrrell Museum and geology field trip througlof conservation treatments. Natural history collections have a role
the Willow Creek valley. Participants were treated to tours of th&n supporting environmental conservation and education. Thursday
public galleries, collections and some were fortunate enough ended with a rollicking good time at the Great Edmonton Barn Dance.
get a sneak-preview of the new Burgess Shale diorama. After a  Friday started off with everyone broken out for moderated
lovely lunch, we received a tour of the nearby valley and explanaliscipline-specific discussions. Summaries of these talks were sub-
tion of the Cretaceous paleoenvironments in the region. mitted and will be made available. Some interesting topics emerged

Tuesday was devoted to that may be explored more
committee and council meeting§,® ® ¢ ®®®* o000 e0 0000000000000 0000 2 fully at future SPNHC meet-
Wednesday to on-campus colles- SPNHC ‘99 1s COMING TO WASHINGTON e ings. The Annual General

tion tours and trips to The Devo} Plans for SPNHC ‘99 are well under way. Co-Chairs BgtiM€€ting rounded out the
nian Botanic Garden and the Prg-  erritt and David von Endt are developing the program for¢h&0rning. Contributed papers
vincial Museum of Alberta.® \yashington, DC meeting. Research and Collections will be:th'é”da_y afternoon fell under the
Wednesday evening, the meetityy theme of the 14th annual meeting. Housing will be available §1€adings of conservation re-
had its official welcoming event: George Washington University dormitories and an unspecﬁieﬁeamh_ and managing/moving
brief remarks from the hosts folg 1 otel at this point. Technical sessions, workshops, field trips.arﬁP"eCt'ons- The conservation

lowed by the icebreaker. ® social events promise to make Washington, DC an exceptipn_%?‘per_S discussed sealants used
The oral presentations gc{t meeting. See you there! in fluid collections, oxygen

underway Thursday moOrniNJe e eeeeeecececeecceccocccccccsoccsccccsccee : barrier films, laser cleaning,
headed by a keynote address by slide mounting media, and
Dr. Owen Beattie. Dr. Beattie discussed his fascinating historichanges in organic chemistry in wet specimens. The final series of
forensic research on the bodies of members of Sir Franklin’s expelks on managing and moving collections provided a nice segue
dition as well as the heartbreaking work he’s done documentirigto the workshop to be held the following day.
the extent of the recent genocide in Rwanda and the former Yugo-  This year’s workshopMoving Collections completed the
slavia. This was followed by a panel discussion of the Changingeeting with a series of diverse presentations. There was a video
Roles of Natural History Museums. Panelists from the Universitpf a well-planned and executed move, slide shows of moves in
of Alberta and the Provincial Museum of Alberta represented song@ogress, a tour of the on-campus collection soon-to-be-moved and
diverging but not necessarily discordant views on what natural hi$he quarters being renovated to receive it, and a couple hands on/
tory museums will need to do to be successful in the next milleniumole playing exercises in practical problem solving addressing situ-
During lunch, a meeting on the WCCR was held during whiclations of a physical or administrative nature.
future directions of WCCR and SPNHC's role in it was discussed. Thanks to the Local Committee for a well planned, interest-
The afternoon’s contributed talks were grouped under the topi@sg meeting, lovely facilities and a wonderful time.

MEETINGS OF INTEREST

Meetings of Interest is an attempt to list conferences and symposium relevant to collection management, computerizatign and

conservation of natural history collections. Conferences, meetings and workshops may be submitted to ttee EitwsI@m White;
tim.white @yale.edu

September 7-8, 1998th Symposium of palaeontological September 12 — 15, 1998DWG 98 and theWorkshop
preparation and conservationBournemouth University, England. on Metadata and Interoperability in Biodiversity Data
For information contact Mrs. Jane B. Clarke, 65 Oakmount Roa&gystems Centre for Plant Diversity and Systematics Univer-
Chandler’s Fork, Hampshire SO53 2LJ, phone 01703 252309, faity of Reading, United Kingdom. See the TDWG website,

01703 904364, jane@geoden.demon.co.uk. http://trident.ftc.nrcs.usda.gov/npdc/18tdwg.html, for further
September 9-11, 1998|DA 1998 Conference: The cultural  information.
grid: content and connectionsChancellors Conference Centre, September 15-16, 1998AL short course: Just in Time:

University of Manchester, England. For information contacDisaster Preparedness for Paper-Based Collectiong/ashing-
Katherine Futers, MDA, Jupiter House, Station Road, Cambridg®n, DC. For information contact Donald Williams or Francine
CB1 2JD, phone 01223 315760, fax 01223 362521} ewis at 301/238-3700 or email.etp@cal.si.edu.
kfuters@mdocassn.demon.co.uk.




August 1998 9

MEETING OF INTEREST, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8...

September 21-25, 1998AL short contact Monika Akerlund, Swedish Mu- gland. May 1999 is GCG’s 25th anniver-
course: “Applied Optical Microscopy”,. seum of Natural History, Box 50007, S-104 05 sary. If you would like to give a talk please
Washington DC. For information contact Stockholm; emaimonika.akerlund@nrm.se; contact Steve McLean, The Hancock Mu-
Donald Williams or Francine Lewis at 301/ phone 46 8 666 4201, fax 46 8 666 40 85 seum, Barras Bridge, Newcastle upon Tyne,
238-3700, or emaital.etp@cal.si.edu, or October 1, 199&5CG training course: NE2 4PT, phone 0191 222 6765, email
see websitéttp://www.si.edu/cal. New technologies for long-term storage of s.g.mclean@ncl.ac.uk.

September 21-25, 1998luseums As-  oxidising pyrite — a solution?,Geological June 28-July 3, 199%ociety for the
sociation Annual ConferencePortsmouth,  Conservation Unit, Sedgwick Museum, Cam- Preservation of Natural History Collec-
England. For information contact Sue bridge, England. Chris Collins, Geological tions, Washington, DC. Contact Beth
Robinson, Museums Association, 42 Conservation Unit, Cambridge. Merritt, Cincinnati Museum Center, 1720
Clerkenwell Close, London EC1R OPA, October 10-16, 1998nternational Gilbert Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45202-1401,
phone 0171 608 2933, fax 0171 250 1929. Council of Museums (ICOM) '98, (513) 345-1401 (voice), 74437.462 @compu-

September 23-25, 1998hird Inter- Melbourne, Australia. For further information serve.com.
national conference on Bioaerosols, contact: Noelene Galloway, Executive Officer August 14-19, 199®reserving Pho-
Fungi, and Mycotoxins: Health Effects, ICOM '98, c/o Museum Victoria, P.O. Box tographs in a Digital World, Rochester,
Assessment, Prevention, and Control, 666E, Melbourne, Victoria 3001, NY.A course from the Image Permanence
Saratoga Springs, New York. Organized by nagallow@pioneer.mov.vic.gov.au Tel: 61 03 Institute, combining traditional preserva-

Eastern New York Occupational and Envi- 9651 6783, Fax: 61 03 9651 6321. tion techniques with digital methods in lec-
ronmental Health Center. For information October, 1998Conference '98: The tures, demonstrations, and workshops. For
contact Christine Grosse at 518/436-5511;British Columbia Museums Association  information and registration, call 1-800-724-
grossec@crisngry. Conference Cranbrook, British Columbia. 2536, ext. 339; fax 716-475-7000; or send a

September 23 - 26, 1998juseum  Email:BCMA@MuseumsAssn.bc.ca, Tel: letter to Rochester Institute of Technology,
Computer Network (MCN) '98 Confer- (250)387-3315, Fax: (250)387-1251 T&E Center Registration, 67 Lomb Memo-
ence: Knowledge Creation-Knowledge- November 7-8, 199& ntomological  rial Drive, Rochester, NY 14623-5603.
Sharing, Santa Monica, California, USA. Collections Network,Si Redd’s Oasis Resort August 15-21, 199%atural History
The schedule of sessions has been anHotel and Casino, Mesquite, Nevada. For fur-Collections: Banks of Biodiversity,Transvaal
nounced, with confirmed speakers and briefther information see the ECN webpage at http:Museum of Natural History, Pretoria, south Af-
descriptions given of each session. You caniiris.biosci.ohio-state.edu/newslettersfecn/.  fica. Interested parties should contact Paul
find it now athttp://wwwmcn.edu/MCNS8. December 7-9, 1998chool for Scan- ~ Bayliss, Transvaal Museum, PO Box 413,

September 24, 1998,CG/History of ning: Issues of Preservation and Access ségtzcw'l:a 9001’ South Afnca.. Tel: +27 12 322-

. . . Fax: +27 12 322-7988yliss@tm.up.ac.za.
G_eol_ogy GrOl_Jp/Geoconservanon Com- for Paper-B_a_sed Collec_tlons,Nevy Or-  Eurther information about the meeting is posted
mission meeting: Has the past a future?, leans, Louisiana. For information see gt nitp:/www-tm.up.ac.za/info/lcmmta.htm.
Geological Society, Burlington House, Websitehttp://www.nedcc.og To register August 29-4 September, 1999,
Piccadilly, London, England. Speakers in- contact Gay Tracy at NEDCC, 100 |cOM-Committee for Conservation
clude: David Oldroyd—J.E. Marr and the Brickstone Square, Andover MA01810-1494; 12th Triennial Meeting, Lyon, France.

Lake DiStI’iCt, Matthew Parkes—Site pro- 978/470'1010, or ema“acy!@nedcc.g For more information p|ease contact Jean-
tection in Ireland, Philipoughty—Survey May 13-16, 1999Looking at Paper:  pijerre Mohen mohen@-culture.fr),

of progress in conservation of specimen col-Evidence and Interpretation, Toronto, | ghoratoire de Recherche des Musees de
lections, Steve MclLean—Rescuing an orphanCanada. A conference sponsored by the Cagrance, 6 rue des Pyramides, 75041 Paris
mineral collection —the Newcastle University nadian Association for Conservation (CAC) codex, 01, France, 33 1 4020 5650
Mineral Collection at the Hancock Museum. and the Institute of Paper Conservation. For(voice), 33 1 4703 3246 (Fax).

September 24-25, 1998hird Nor- information contact: “Looking at Paper”, Box September 8-10, 199Beversibility—
dic Symposium on Insect Pest Control 956, Station F, Toronto, Ont. M4Y 2N9, poes it Exist?,British Museum Department
in Museums, Stockholm, Sweden. Pre- Canada; fax 416/204-2692; email of Conservation. London, England. For infor-
sented by a Swedish working group on pesfohn.oneill@ago.net. Papers will be published. mation contact Sara Carroll, Dept. of Conser-
control and the Swedish national commit- May 20, 1999,GCG Seminar: 25  yation, British Museum, Great Russell St.,
tee of ICOM. There will be a workshop on Years of GCG!, Geological Society, |ondon WC1B 3DG: fax 44 171 323 8636:
low oxygen on Sept 26. For information Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, En- emaijl: conservation@Dbritish-museum.ac.uk.

... our Mission is to improve preservation, conservation and management of natural history
collections to ensure their continuing value to society.
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PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST

This section is from the Citations Subcommittee of the Conservation Committee and chaired by Paula Work .

Abbott, David, Eric Greenwood, Barbara Hope, Philip Ensom. P. C. 1997. The re

o pair of microvertebrate mam-Maggen, M. 1997. Thet conservation of papyri docu-
Philips and Peter Reed. June 1997. The JASON N

mal teeth using surface tension and capillary ac- ments dated to the 4century BCE. Restaurator-

Projectin the United Kingdom 1993-96, Museum tion. The Geological Curator 6(8): 293-295. international Journal for hte Preservation of Li-
l_\/lanagenjent and Curatorsh!p, 16) 2_:111'130' Fleury, Simon. April 1998. A new book mount, V&A brary and Archival Material 18:(3)153-161.
American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Conservation Journal, 27: 11-12. Martin, Graham and Helen Shenton. July 1998. The
Artistic Works. 1998. Healtand safety techni- g0 \ichael A. 1997. The implications of emerging external examiner, V&A Conservation Journal,

cal resources for the conservator. AIC News 23(4): technologies for museums and galleries, Museum 28:16-17.
. Insert, 11‘pp. . . Management and Curatorship, (16)2: 143-153. Matthews, Audrey. October 1997. Showcases - An

Battisson, Clair. April 1998Natural born quillers - 5 4ane, Elizabeth-Anne. 1998. Textile symposium external perspective, V&A Conservation Jour-
conservation of paper quills on the Sarah 97 - fabric of an exhibition: an interdisciplinary nal, 25:7.

Siddons plaque frame, V&A Conservation Jour- approach, V&A Conservation Journal, 27:19.  McComb, R. E. 1998. Taking care of your photos.
. nal,, 27:8-10. -, Haworth-Booth, Mark. 1998. Photography in a new Petersen’s Photographic. 26(11): 26-27.

Belinchon, M., C. Diéguez, A. Montero, and P. light, V&A Conservation Journal, 27:13-14. Melchin, M. J. And A. J. Anderson. 1998. Infrared
Montoya. 1997. The femO,Ya' of MUseo y4vell David and Paula Mills. 1997. Pollution moni- video microscopy for the study of graptolites and
Paleontolégico “Rodrigo Botet” under disaster toring within the Historic Royal Palaces, V&A other organic-walled fossils. Journal of Paleon-

. conditions. The Geological Curator 6(8): 297-303. Conservation Journal, 25: 8-9. tology 72(2): 397-400.

Bishop, M. H., C. Gray and G. Palumbo. 1998. NeW Gjinsman, L. and D. Barbour. 1997. Science and artMonk, R. R. 1998. Bar code use in the mammal collec-
Documentation Technologies at the Getty Con- converge at the National Gallery of Art. JOM tion at the Museum of Texas Tech. University. Mu-
servation Institute, CRM 21(5):40-41. 49:14-17 seum of Texas Tech. University, Museology. 8:1-7.

Bland, P. A, S. P. Kelley, F. J. Berry, J. M. Cadogan, go|dherg, L. 1996. A History Of Pest Control Mea- Moore, S. 1998. Hardiness of Anthrenus beetle. Natu-
and C. T. Pillinger. 1997. Artificial weathering sures In The Anthropology Collections, National ral Sciences Conservation Group Newsletter 8:27.
of the ordinary chondrite Allegan: Implications Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian-Insti- Navvab, M. 1998. New technology for designing
for the presence of Cl- as a structural compo- tution. Journal Of The American Institute For daylighting systems for art museums (Univer-

nent in akaganéite. American Mineralogist Conservation 35(1): 23-43. sity-of-Michigan Lighting-Simulation- Labora-
82(11-12): 1187-1197. . Inghram, P. 1997. Two housings: modifying a stan- tory). Archit. Rec. 186(2):210-211.

Boone, P. M., V B. Markov, N. M. Buryk_m and V'_V' dard box and constructing an oversize sink mat. New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art. 1997. Pit
Ovsyannikov. 1997. Coherent-optical localiza- Journal of the American Institute for Conserva- stop. Discover. 18:21
tion and assessment of importance of damage  yjo, 36(3): 253-261. Nieuwenhuizen, L. 1998. Synthetic fill materials for
and dgfects of cultural heritage. NDT & E In- Iverson, K., B. M. Oconnor, R. Ochoa and R. skin, leather, and furs. Journal of the American
ternational 30(_2): 61-67. Heckmann 1996. Lardoglyphus zacheri (Acari: Institute for Conservation,37(1):135-145.

Borg, Alan _and Colin Mulb_erg. October 1997_' Con- Lardoglyphidae), a pest of museum dermestid Norman, Kirsty. June 1997. 5. The invasion of Ku-
servation under the microscope: two reviews of colonies, with observations on its natural ecol- wait, and the subsequent recovery of its National
RCA/V&A conservation 1997. V&A Conserva- ogy and distribution. Annals of The Entomologi- Museum: a conservator*s view, Museum Man-
tion Journal, 25: 17-18 ) cal Society of America 89(4): 544-549. agement and Curatorship, (16)2: 180-191.

Cohodas, M. J. 1998. The dilemma of the old stuff. j5neq Helen. 1997. Questions and answers: reviewNudds, J.R. and C. W. Pettitt (eds.). 1997. The value
quernlng 11(7): 58. . ) of The interface between science and conserva- and valuation of natural science collections. Pro-

Colglazier, D. ,L' 1997. An inexpensive _methqd for tion, V&A Conservation Journal, 25:15-16. ceedings of the International Conference,
constructing storage racks for hanging artifacts. joys ¢ and B.R. Hacker. 1997. Experimental inves- Manchester, 1995. Geological Society, London,
Journal of the American Institute for Conserva- tigation of laumontite wairakite + H20: Amodel xii + 276 pp.

. tion 36(3): 245-248. . diagenetic reaction. American Mineralogist Odegaard, N., M. Crawford, and W. Zimmit. 1997.
Collins, C., J. A. Cooper, R. Roden, M. Simmons, S. 82(7-8): 781-789. The use of polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) film
Timberlake and S. S.Thompsop. 1997. The BCG/ Kampf, A. R. 1998. Mineralogical computer data- for storage supports. Journal of the American
GCG Orphan Collections Working Party Report. bases: Which one is best for you? Rocks and Institute for Conservation 36(3): 249-251.
The Geological Curator 6(7): 271-274. Minerals, 73:118-125 Paine, C. 1997. Museums and Galleries Commission
Comfort, M. 1998. Old bones. New York State Con- jrkham, J. 1997. Standards in the museum care of  standards in the care of museum collections:
servationist 52_(4,): 8-9. . N photographic collections - London-Museums- What are the implications? The Geological Cu-
Cruciani, G., G. Artioli, A. Gualtieri, K. Stahl, and J. Galleries-Commission. Journal Of The Society rator 6(7): 267-268.

C. Hanson. 1997. Dehydration dynamics of stil- Of Archivists 18(2):223-224 Paine, C. 1996. Caring For Musical Instruments + The
bite using synchrotron X-ray powder diffraction.

- : . Kite, Marion and Audrey Hill. 1998. The conserva- Question Of Standards For The Museum Care Of
American Mineralogist 82(7-8): 729-739. tion and mounting of a Jinbaori, V&A Collections. Museum International 48(1):41-42.
Cummings, Alan. July 1998. Editorial - education and Conservation Journal, 27:15-18. Post, J. E., M. A. Wise, R. C. Feather II, and P. W.
training, V&A Conservation Journal, 28:3. Knoop, Riemer R. June 1997. World of museums. Pohwat. 1998. The Smithsonian Institutions’s
Dauge, V. 1998. Post-war recovery in Cambodia. Mu- An ideal pact with a pluriform devil, Museum new Hall of geology, Gems, and minerals.
_seum Management and Curatorship 16:164-72 Management and Curatorship, (16)2: 192-197. Rocks and minerals 73:44.
Davies, M. 1998. From here to eternity for collection | gjgh pavid. September 1997. Professional Notes. Shelby, B. 1997. Beetles with a taste for art. World-
care. Museums Journal 98:22-3. Conservation. Conservation studies at West Press-Review. 44(8): 32.

Donohue, P. J. 1_998' Atechnique for conodont histol- Dean College, Management and Curatorship, Skaf, Isabelle. June 1997. 4. Recovery operations at
09y Lethaia 30:329'_330' ) . (16)3: 309-311. the National Museum of Beirut, Museum
Eiteljorg, H. 1998. Archiving archeological data in | jngsay, william July 1998Archaeopteryx a wing and Management and Curatorship, (16)2: 173-179.
the next millennium, CRM 21(6):_21'23' o a prayer, V&A Conservation Journal, 28:9-12. Stanley-Price, Nicholas. June 1997. War and the con-
ElertK, and S. Maekawa 1997. Rentokil-Bubble in ni- | o1qmjre, j.L., M. Maltbie, and R.J. Baker. 1997. Use servator, Museum Management and Curatorship,
trogen anoxia treatment of museum pests (fumi- of “lysis buffer” in DNA isolation and its implica- (16)2: 155-159.
gation) Studies in Conservation 42: (4) 247-252. tion for museum collections. Occasional Papers

Museum of Texas Tech. University 163. 3 pp.
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Steel, L., D. M. Matrtill, J. R. J. Kirk, A. Anders, R. F. Taylor, Carl. October 1997. Conservation on the Young, G. S. 1998. Thermodynamic characterization of
Loveridge. E. Frey and J. G. Martin. 1997. Internet: practicalities and possibilities, V&A skin, hide and similar materials composed of fibrous
Arambourgiana philadelphiaeGiant wings in Conservation Journal, 25:12-14. collagen. Studies in Conservation 43(2): 65-79.
small halls. The Geological Curator 6(8): 305-313. Upchurch, Mary. June 1997. Research. Assessing theYuki, R.N. 1997. An observation technique for snake and

Storch, P. S. 1997. Smooth moves: suggestions for object performance of research in Britain*s national lizard hemipenes with comments on preparation.
transport and storage equipment. Journal of the museums and galleries. Management and Cu- Herp. Review 28(4): 196.

American Institute for Conservation 36(3): 269-272. ratorship, (16)2: 211-214. Wu, C. 1997. Consolidating the stone. Science News

Symondson, W. O. C. and I. B. Williams. 1997. Low- Valussi, Silvia. July 1998. Review of *Care and Pres- 151:56-7.
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ceptors: a new tool for the identification of live lections* - New York 2-3 February, 1998, V&A Koster van Groos. 1997. Montmorillonite under high
and valuable museum specimens. Entomologia Conservation Journal, 28:22. H20 pressures: Stability of hydrate phases, rehydra-
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PoSITION ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you would like to submit job descriptions, please send postings to the SPNHC Newsletter editor, Tim White, Invertentaiedgale
Peabody Museum of Natural History, Yale University, 170 Whitney Ave., P.O. Box 208118, New Haven, CT 06520-8118, U&2.98263)

(Fax); tim.white@yale.edu.

RESEARCH INFORMATION MANAGER - CENTER FOR AsSISTANT/ASSOCIATE REGISTRAR
BioDIVERSITY RESEARCH & INFORMATION

CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

CoLLEcTION MANAGER - ORNITHOLOGY ACADEMY

OF NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA The American Museum of Natural History

The Academy of Natural Sciences of located in New York City is seeking a museum pro-

Philadelphia seeks a Collections Manager for the Primary responsibility is development, fess?onal to fill the ppsition of Asttant/Assot_:iate
Department of Ornithology to oversee the conserva-management and coordination of CAS Research Di-Registrar. The position will require the candidate
tion and day-to-day use of the Department's collec- vision information management tools and databases!® develop a record management system with the
tion of some 165,000 study skins. Some assistance inhe successful candidate will be responsible for pro- R€gistrar; process and manage manual and com-
similar duties pertaining to the Department’s tissue viding general support in information management PUterized records pertaining to permanent collec-
collection of 8,700 samples may be required occa-and information technology to the Research Depart-t1ons including acquisitions, deaccessions and re-
sionally. Applicants should have a sound general ments and its projects and will be responsible for Patriations; assist with temporary and traveling ex-
knowledge of avian systematics; particular knowledge implementation of a unified collections database for Nibitions when necessary; and assist the Registrar
of Neotropical birds is desirable. Previous collections’ the Research Division. This will require the selection &S €duired. The candidate should be versed in all
care and experience in maintaining databases are esand application of the best available software and othe@SPECts of registrarial work including collections
sential. Minimum level (or equivalent) of formal quali- - technologies appropriate to the task. This position also@"d records management, processing loans, insur-
fications necessary is an M.Sc. or a B.Sc., preferablyoffers the opportunity to participate in the develop- 21C€ issues, legal issues, packing, object handling,
with some later research experience involving field ment of integrated interfaces between various typesShiPPing and customs procedures and will have at
and museum study in omithology. Resumes and theof biological and natural historical databases. A B.S./ l€ast three to five years experience in a similar po-
names of up to three references should be sent by 34.S. with demonstrated experience in using and man-Sition. Natural history or science background and/
August 1998 to Mr. Charles Smith, Director, Human aging bioinformatics tools and databases is required 2" €XPerience with zoological collections preferred.
Resources, Academy of Natural Sciences of Phila- Experience with GIS, UNIX, SQL, Windows 95 and Minimum educational requirements include either
delphia, 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Philadel- windows NT and Web development is required. & B-A- B.S. or M.A. in Museum Studies. Immedi-
phia PA 19103-1195. For further information, con- Knowledge of PERL and C programming highly de- (€ Start, competitive salary and benefits. Please
tact Dr. Leo Joseph at (215) 299 3797 or by email atsirable. Send a letter of interest and resume to Cali-Send letter of application including the names of
joseph@acnatsci.gr fornia Academy of Sciences, Human Resources pe-three refe_rees to Registrar, American Museum of
partment #RIM, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, cANatural History, Central Park West at'7Street,
IMAGING COORDINATOR POSITION 94118. Open until filled. No calls please. The Cali- NeWw York, NY 10024-5192.
NEw York BoTanicAL GARDEN HERBARIUM fornia Academy of Sciences is an Equal Opportunity

Employer committed to diversity. CoLLECTIONS MANAGER - VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY

This new position has been created as a
result of the Garden’s efforts to increase accessibility
of its collections. As of this date, data from nearly 50,000
of the Garden’s vascular plant types have been entered
into the specimen-database, and most of these data are
available on the Internet (http:/www.nybg.org/bsci/
heol/). Typical job duties include Photography of speci-
mens in the New York Botanical Garden Herbarium
with a digital camera, beginning with the approximately
75,000 vascular plant type specimens, and make these
images available on the Garden’s web site (http:/
www.nybg.org/bsci/). Catalogue data from type speci-
mens. Education: B.S. or M.S. in Botany or Biology,
preferably with an emphasis on plant taxonomy, or
equivalent experience. Contact Barbara M. Thiers, Se-
nior Administrative Curator for more information at
bthiers@nybg.org. To apply send application, resume,
and names of three references to: Lourdes M. Reyes,
Human Resources Department, New York Botanical
Garden, Bronx, NY 10458-5126.

CURATORIAL SPECIALIST
INVERTEBRATE PALEONTOLOGY
OkLAHOMA Museum oF NATURAL HisToRY

Position requires either a Bachelors De-
gree in Geology, but will accept Biology or Zoology
with a strong background in paleontology; and 48
months experience of preparation and management
of specimens and specimen records in accordance with
established standards in the museum field; or a
Master’s Degree in Geology, but will accept Biology
or Zoology with a strong background in paleontol-
ogy, and 24 months experience. Duties will include
responsibility for the technical supervision, manage-
ment, and maintenance of an invertebrate paleontol-
ogy collection in assistance to a Curator. Applicants
must submit a resume, cover letter and three refer-
ences (phone number and address) to Personnel Ser-
vices, 905 Asp Avenue, Norman, Oklahoma 73019.

YALE PEaBODY MUSEUM

The Peabody Museum of Natural His-
tory is anticipating a Collections Manager position
in Ornithology/Vertebrate Zoology (VZ) will be
posted by Yale University this Fall. The Collection
Manager will be responsible for developing a
curation program for the Ornithology/VZ collections
and planning the day-to-day activities. Prospec-
tive candidates must have a strong background in
modern vertebrate systematics, especially ornithol-
ogy, collecting and field techniques, and modern
museum practices. Visit the Peabody web site,
www.peabody.yale.edu/collections, for descriptions
of the collections and historical background. For
further information contact Jacques Gauthier, Cu-
rator, Division of Vertebrate Paleontology, Peabody
Museum of Natural History, 170 Whitney Ave.,
New Haven, CT 06520-8118; (203) 432-3150
(voice); jacques.gauthier@ yale.edu (email).
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