Living fossils, as an icon for understanding
the past and current climate changes

= ~,;;'f-q;ﬁ:'\%:“‘*;7;- : S T T
i . = 1'_1'?" BT "i"hl_‘,':;';'-::":;ﬂ.i"f,r"? ! ! A i N T ijlf. ! |I
O D e

Atsushi Yabe (National Museum of Nature and Science, Japan)

Introduction Stories behind Metasequoia
The climate has not been stable throughout the Earth’s histo- Metasequoia is a special plant for us Japanese. Because the genus was originally named by a Japanese bot-
ry. In discussing anthropogenic problems, it is important to anist and paleobotanist, Dr. Shigeru Miki in 1941, based on fossil materials collected in Japan.

show how current climate changes differ from historical
changes. Living fossils have the potential to make people un-
derstand how environmental issues change over time. Here |
introduce our new temporary exhibition in the National
Museum of Nature and Science, Japan, focusing on a living
fossil, Metasequoia.

Miki was the first who recognized the differences
among some fossil plants named as Taxodium or
Sequoia, both are extant genera belonging to the
family Cupressaceae. They have been recorded
from many fossil localities in northern hemisphere.
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Quaternary distribution of Metasequoia in
Japan. https://www.kahaku.go.jp/research/ac-
tivities/project/hotspot_japan/Q-pmf/



