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Evolution of the Collection Manager’s Role
1997
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Evolution of the Collection Manager’s Role
1997 to 2018





Staying up to date 
on current 

standards, trends, 
and technology



Staying up to date on 
current standards, 

trends, and technology

Social Media

Citizen Science

Databases & Standards

Grants

Research

Societal Trends

museumsassociation.org

Storage



Staying up to date on 
current standards, 

trends, and technology

Social Media

Citizen Science

Databases & Standards

Grants

Research

Societal Trends

museumsassociation.org

Storage



Prioritizing the Task Overload

Which are most 
important for 

the institution?

Which are most 
important for my 

career?

Which are most 
important for the 
applicability and 

sustainability of the 
collection?

Which are most 
important to my 

direct and indirect 
supervisors?



Resources Currently Available

Special Interest Groups (ex. IZIG. SCNet, etc.)

Financial Resources - NSF, IMLS, State and local, and institutional

Other Collections Professionals

...and many others



Today’s Bridge



Tomorrow’s Bridge



Let’s start a dialogue!

3d model of Hickory horned devil (Regal moth caterpillar)
Modeled by Megan McCuller

megan.mcculler@naturalsciences.org
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