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US Herbarium Digitization
Nearly 4 million records completed 2.1 million label transcriptions by conveyor in 5 years 



Original Presentation (pre-Covid 19)
● Effects of digitizing collections on collection management duties

○ Loans

○ Destructive sampling

○ Accountability

○ Expectation of availability and accessibility

○ Quality - data analysis ready



Covid-19 Emergency (late March 2020) 
● Smithsonian staff and affiliated persons ordered to leave museums in 2 working days

● All work must be conducted at home under a stay-at-home order

● Staff reside in DC, MD, VA but museums fall under strict DC guidelines

● Federal and Trust staff paid under “Telework - Emergency” designation



SI Telework Measures
● Telework system for entire Smithsonian

○ Easy access for anyone with network account

○ Remote access of work computer

○ Full scale menu of applications

○ Available to SI staff and affiliates only days 

before telework emergency

● NMNH Botany creates emergency plan
○ All Collections staff given long-term online Data 

Catalog duties (transactions, collection records, 

etc.)

○ Collection Management Vendors switched to 

new contracts for data catalog telework

■ Contracts renewable based on 

return-to-work date

■ Funding shifted to contracts as a priority



Collection Management Roles 
Quickly switch from physical onsite work: To virtual offsite work:  



Botany Data Catalog Clean Up
Backlog of Catalog clean up 

Endless!



Collections 
Management Staff 
Assignments



Telework  March - May 2020
● 13 Collections / IT staff or contractors involved in data catalog clean up

● All performance plans and contracts amended to flexible scheduling for telework

● 560,000 specimen records added or cleaned up in data catalog

Telework  June -  2020
● Expectation of telework extension through the summer
● Phased re-entrance to the museums 
● Preparation for telework as future standard of workplace



Requirements for Digital Telework 
Readiness in Collections 
● Robust telework system in place

● Digital Catalog 

● Batched work (preferably in 2 week chunks)

● Willingness of Exec staff to fund this work
○ Important to keep Collections Work relevant 

and important during difficult fiscal times!

Herbarium Specimen Queries



Contact us

US National Herbarium, National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, USNH@si.edu

Sylvia Orli, Digitization Manager, US National Herbarium,  NMNH, Smithsonian Institution,  orlis@si.edu

Thanks everyone!
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